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DISTRIBUTIONAL RECORDS FOR SOME SPECIES 

OF PLEOCOMA 

(Coleoptera, Scarabaeidae) 

E. Gorton Linsley 

University of California, Berkeley 

The distributional data reported below represent presumably 
significant extensions of the known ranges of several species of 
Pleocoma. Most of the records are from specimens represented in 
the collection of the California Insect Survey, University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Berkeley. 

Pleocoma australis Fall 

This species has been reported previously from the San Gabriel 
Mountains in Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, Calif. 
(Fall, 1911; Davis, 1935; Linsley, 1941), the San Jacinto Moun¬ 
tains, Riverside County (Linsley, 1941, 1945), and from Hot 
Springs Mountain, in northern San Diego County (Moore, 1937; 
Linsley, 1941). New records from the Laguna Mountains now 
extend the known range to southern San Diego County. These are 
as follows: Laguna Mountains, elevation 5400 ft., August 28, 
1945, one male excavated from the ground at a depth of one ft. 
(W. H. Doetschman) ; and Laguna Mountains, 6.5 mi. N.E. of 
Laguna Junction, October 12, 1945, two males, one female, un¬ 
covered by road construction (W. H. Doetschman). 

Pleocoma edwardsi Le Conte 

This species has been recorded previously from Yuba and 
Nevada Counties. The following are new county records and 
northern extensions of the known range: De Sabla, Butte Co., 
Calif., November 9—11, 1954, 11 females and 67 males (D. Black 
and F. R. Platt) ; and 2 mi. W. of Forbestown, Butte County, 
November 11, 1954, 1 male (F. R. Platt). Mr. Platt is of the 
opinion that the larvae of this species normally feed on the roots 
of Douglas fir, Pseudotsuga taxifolid and that at the De Sabla 
locality they were also attacking the roots of apple trees in an 
abandoned orchard. 

Pleocoma fimbriata Le Conte 

This species has been recorded previously from Nevada, Placer, 
and El Dorado Counties (Linsley, 1945). Northern extensions of 
the known range are: Kelley Ridge, 6 mi. E. of Oroville, Butte 
County, October 23-28, 1951, numerous males taken from an 
irrigation flume (F. R. Platt) ; foothills N.E. of Oroville, Butte 
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County, November 16, 1955, 7 males. (R. 0. Schuster) ; and 1 
mi. S. of Lake Wyandotte, Butte County, November 15, 1955, two 
males, one female (R. 0. Schuster). Southern extensions: Sonora, 
Tuolumne County, elev. 1850 ft., October 10, 1945, one male, at 
light (E. G. Linsley, J. W. MacSwain, and Ray F. Smith) ; and 
Phoenix Lake, near Sonora, Tuolumne County, October 11, 1945, 
one male, trapped in ditch water (E. G. Linsley, J. W. MacSwain 
and Ray F. Smith). 

Mr. Platt states that in Butte County this species occurs in the 
foothills at low elevations, P. edwardsi in forested areas at higher 
elevations. 

Pleocoma hirticollis vandykei Linsley 

A specimen submitted for study by A. T. McClay, provides 
£. significant extension of the range of this subspecies. The example, 
a male, was captured along Cache Creek, near Rumsey, in northern 
Yolo County, California, on November 27, 1955, by E. A. Kurtz. 
This form has been recorded previously from Sonoma County 
(without definite locality) and the Oakland Hills, Alameda County 
(Linsley, 1938) ; Eldridge, Sonoma County (Linsley, 1941); 
Patterson Pass, in eastern Alameda County (Linsley, 1945; Smith 
and Potts, 1945; Ritcher, 1947); and Lafayette, Contra Costa 
County (Linsley, 1945). 

P. hirticollis vandykei appears to be limited to the central 
Coast Ranges, the nominate subspecies to the Sierra Nevada foot¬ 
hills (Yuba and Nevada Counties). Smith and Potts (1945) have 
recorded the association of vandykei with open, hilly grassland. 

Pleocoma hoppingi Fall 

Through the kindness of W. W. Middlekauff I have examined 
fragments of males of this species taken from three coyote stomachs 
collected March 10, 1955, at Dry Meadow, Kern County, California 
(NE corner, Sec. 22, T 22S, R 32 E), by Howard R. Leach, 
Assistant Game Biologist, Food Habits Laboratory, California 
Department of Fish and Game. When the stomach contents were 
measured by water displacement, one animal (coll. No. 10,561) 
contained 22.8 cc of Pleocoma fragments, another (No. 10,564), 
25.0 cc., and the third (No. 10,565) a trace. P. hoppingi has 
been recorded previously from feces, presumed to be those of 
coyotes, found in the vicinity of Miami Ranger Station, Mariposa 
County, California (Linsley, 1942:165, plate 30). 


104 


THE PAN-PACIFIC ENTOMOLOGIST [VOL. XXXIII, NO. 2 


Literature Cited 

Davis, A. C. 

1935. A revision of the genus Pleocoma. Bull. So. Calif. Acad. Sciences, 
33(3): 123-130, 34 (1) :4-6, illus. 

Fall, H. C. 

1911. The tenth Pleocoma. Entomological News, 22:64—66. 

Linsley, E. G. 

1938. Notes on the habits, distribution, and status of some species of 
Pleocoma. Pan-Pacific Ent., 14:49—58, 97—104. 

1941. Additional observations and descriptions of some species of 
Pleocoma. Pan-Pacific Ent., 17:145—152. 

1942. Notes on the habits of some beetles from the vicinity of Yosemite 
National Park. Bull. So. Calif. Acad. Sciences, 41 (3) :164—166. 

1945. Further notes on some species of Pleocoma. Pan-Pacific Ent., 
21:110-114. 

Moore, I. 

1937. A list of the beetles of San Diego County, California. Occasional 
Papers San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist., 2:1—109. 

Ritcher, P. O. 

1947. Description of the larva of Pleocoma hirticollis vandykei Linsley. 
Pan-Pacific Ent., 23:11—20, illus. 

Smith, R. F. and R. W. L. Potts 

1945. Biological notes on Pleocoma hirticollis vandykei Linsley. Pan- 
Pacific Ent., 21:115-118. 


